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Bordering on a Water Crisis: The Need 6r Integrated
Resource Mangement in the Mara Rver Basin

One of the major constraints on sustainableldpment in the
semi-arid areas @ffrica is the supply and access to aerahgatural resources
undepinned ly water Water is needed to suppdomestic usegiculture and
the presemtion of wildlife With increasing human populations ane dor
dewelopment, pressure ie®d to haness \ater resources for higher economic
uses instead afeeloping and adopting an int&egd appro&c In an integated
approah the \arious needs and prsions for sustainablediihoods and
ecosystem consation are assessed and balancedevdp the linkags betwen
water resource maragent, sustainabledihoods and biogirsity conseation
are poorly knen. As a resultver basin managent protammes and policy
initiatives in Africa hae ewlved ind@endentlyoften with eerlapping and/or
conflicting gals and responsibilitidhe outcomes from thisvebeen persistent
within-county and trans-boundaconficts; leading to increased/gty and
declines in biologicaldrsity

Within this context the MaravBi basin has been used as a case study to better
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