


The Macaulay Institute:

e Dirt Doctors

From an original staff complement of just eight, by 1962 the MISR had grown to
employ 180 ‘dirt doctors’, as the scientists were called, and a new building had
been opened on the northern boundary of the estate. The scope of the work
conducted had also broadened significantly and included studies of soils and plants
that would provide valuable information on the maintenance and improvement of
soil fertility for crop production and animal requirements.

Early major achievements of the MISR include:

The Soil Survey of Scotland.
Soils were classified for the first time according to the geological nature of the parent
material and within this classification into soil series according to drainage and other
characteristics of the soil profile.

Development of the spectrochemical methods for trace element analysis of soils.
The work of the Institute made a major contribution to the realisation that trace
element deficiencies in soils and plants could be a direct cause of many animal disorders.

Determination of soil fertility characteristics in Scotland.

Regular soil testing and the calibration of the results from soil extractions with field based
crop responses led to a general increase in soil fertility and associated crop yields,
particularly after World War II.
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The Macaulay Institute:

Into The 21+ Century

The Institute in its current form was founded in April 1987 by the merger of the
Macaulay Institute for Soil Research and the Hill Farming Research Organisation.
Today the Macaulay Institute, as it is now known, is the largest interdisciplinary
research organisation of its kind in Europe.

The Institute mission is:

10 be an international leader in research on the sustainable use of land and its natural
resources for the benefit of people, their communities and the environment.

The 300 staff and postgraduate students are drawn from over 25 countries, and conduct research in
Scotland, across Europe and internationally, with a wide range of partner organisations.

The Institute goal is that the research undertaken provides evidence that will help shape future
environmental and rural-development policy both in Scotland and internationally.

“I am delighted to say that more than three quarters of a century after
it was established, the Macaulay Institute continues to develop its
research activities building on T.B. Macaulay’s vision for improving the
communities and environment of rural Scotland.”

Professor Richard Aspinall
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Since 2006



1833 T.B. Macaulay’s father Robertson born

1854 Robertson Macaulay emigrates to Canada
1860 Thomas Bassett Macaulay born in Hamilton, Ontario
1877 T.B. Macaulay begins his working life at Sun Life
1880 Promoted to Actuary at Sun Life
1881 Marries first wife Henrietta Bragg
1892 Establishes Welcome Hall Mission
1896 Becomes Director of Sun Life

- 1899 Mount Victoria Farm purchased

W '1 1900 Represents actuaries of Canada and US in Paris
! 1906 Becomes Managing Director of Sun Life

Represents actuaries of Canada and US in Berlin
"‘f. ¢ 1912 Marries second wife Margaret Allan
1915 Becomes President of Sun Life

The Macaulay Institute:
1920 Marries third wife Margaret Palin

Tl m e 11 n e 1924 Purchases Oakhurst Colantha Abbekerk

'M % 1926 Purchases Johanna Rag Apple Pabst
1
. "*‘ 1927 Celebrates 50 years at Sun Life
> ‘?j.h 1929 Visits Isle of Lewis on his second trip to Scotland
. 4 1930 Establishes the Macaulay Institute for Soil Research (MISR)
: L = 1938 One and only visit to Macaulay Institute, Aberdeen
L5 Receives the Freedom of Stornoway
1942 T.B. Macaulay dies aged 81
Over a thousand mourners attend his funeral
g 1987 Macaulay Institute founded through merger of
MISR and Hill Farm Research Organisation
- 2005 Macaulay Institute celebrates 75th anniversary
-3
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