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The aim is to refine predicted potential distributions of montane scrub of high conservation value, particularly Salix myrsinites L. Betula nana L. and
Juniperus communis L. throughout Scotland. Methods are illustrated below for Salix myrsinites in one 100 km x 100 km square.
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The effectiveness of
shelter-netted cages
is being measured

using anemometers. New data to

be collected
to improve
predictions
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Compare current distribution
of Salix myrsinites (eon map)
with predicted potential
distribution from the Native
Woodland Model (NVWM])

NWM areas suitable for
willow scrub:

WHY ARE THEY DIFFERENT?

Is origin important?

Young plants used in expts are propagated cuttings
collected from eastern, central and western locations
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What other
site factors
(not in model)
characterise
current sites?
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Is snow-lie critical?

Young plants in
paired cages over-
wintering In or out of

snow banks. Annual
development
measured in
summer.
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