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Executive Summary

Summary Description of Project Objectives

The aim of the PATH project is to form a network of interested parties concerned with the involvement of society in the deliberation of science-based policy issues.  This group of academics, practitioners, policy-makers and stakeholders exchanges knowledge and aims to develop future directions for public participation in science and technology issues.  It focuses specifically on two persistent and ongoing challenges: scale and representation.  These two cross-cutting themes are being explored at a generic level, and also being illustrated and analysed via three case study areas.  The case study areas have been selected to represent ongoing areas of debate, areas of current policy development and upcoming issues: genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in agriculture, biodiversity conservation and nanotechnology.  Specifically, the PATH project is:

· Developing a network of academics, policy-makers, stakeholders (e.g. from industry and NGOs), and members of civic society to exchange knowledge and experience of deliberation in science and technology policy development;

· Analysing the conditions under which existing participatory methods are successful in facilitating dialogue between scientists, policy-makers and the public, and developing innovative ways to improve policy development;

· Exploring how different values and interests are best mapped, represented and taken into account at different scales in science-based policy formulation;

· Synthesising information across different contexts about how participatory, deliberative and inclusive methods in science-based policy can be advanced within the European Union to establish consultative institutions in policy-making processes.

Partners to the PATH Project

Eight partner organisations with twenty-one researchers from around Europe are involved in the PATH project:

1.  Socio-Economic Research Programme, Macaulay Institute (co-ordinating partner), UK;

2. Danish Board of Technology, Denmark;

3. Department of Developmental and Social Psychology (DDSP), University of Rome “La Sapienza”, Italy;

4. Department of Economics and Resource Management, Norwegian University of Life Sciences  (formerly: Agricultural University of Norway);

5. UFZ – Centre for Environmental Research, Department of Economics, Sociology, and Law, Germany;

6. Institute for Environmental Science and Technology, Autonomous University of Barcelona, Spain; 

7. Institute for Environment, Philosophy and Public Policy, Lancaster University, UK; and 

8. Institute of Social Sciences, University of Stuttgart, Germany.

Contact has and will continue to be made with groups and projects involved in similar work.  The PATH co-ordinators encourage researchers involved in similar projects to make contact and share information.

Work Performed and Results Achieved So Far

Copenhagen workshop
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The Copenhagen workshops was one of the main events of the PATH project. It took place in June 2005 and was organised by DTB and the Macaulay Institute. Approximately 45 experts in the area of public participation from around the world (including members of the PATH project team) accepted invitations to meet to consider how a wider range of interests can be represented in participatory processes, and how such processes can be scaled up from the local to the EU level.  The aims of the workshop were to:

· Open a dialogue between academics, practitioners, policy-makers and stakeholders concerned with public participation in science-based policy development;

· Explore the future direction of participatory approaches with respect to science policy in Europe; and

· Explore issues of representation and scale in participatory processes.

Second project meeting

Following the Copenhagen workshops, PATH partners met for the 2nd project meeting. At the meeting 4 main areas were discussed: review of the Copenhagen workshop; discussion of the planned policy briefs; discussion of the planned scientific papers; and discussion of the 2006 Edinburgh conference.

Planning the PATH conference

The second main even to if the PATH project will be the conference. Initial preparations for the PATH conference were made in the first year of the project. The conference will be held from 4–7 June 2006 in Edinburgh, UK.  The PATH conference aims to share knowledge about the current and possible future direction of public participation in science and technology policy development. Specifically, the objectives are to:

· encourage participants to critically examine public participation in practice and to propose appropriate and practical ways forward;
· engage participants in exploring how different values and interests can be identified and represented in participatory processes, and policy formulation more generally;
· encourage participants to critically examine strengths, weaknesses and opportunities of using participatory methods at different scales and levels;
· provide a dynamic and fun forum for sharing, learning and thinking creatively about participation.
Plans for the conference are now well advanced. A full programme can be found on the conference website: http://www.macaulay.ac.uk/pathconference/
Policy briefs

Two policy briefs are being written drawing on material and insights from the PATH Copenhagen workshop and the Edinburgh conference.  One policy brief will examine issues of scale, especially actual and potential ways of meaningfully scaling up participatory approaches to aid decision-making and informing policy formulation. This is an important issue as most formal participation exercises to date have operated only at a local or regional scale and were on specific topics. The theme of the second policy brief is representing diversity and will examine how different voices and concerns can be considered through participatory processes.  It will also provide a critical appraisal of fundamental issues such as the legitimacy and acceptance of participatory processes and their outcomes.  

Scientific Papers

Three scientific papers are being written and will be presented at the Edinburgh conference. These relate to GMOs in agriculture, conservation of biodiversity and nanotechnology. The aim of these papers is to consider scale and representation issues for these areas.  The papers will be submitted to academic journals and aim to contribute to and widen the debate both in terms of public participation generally and in each of the three fields specifically.

Conference Proceedings and Other Outputs

The final major output will be a set of proceedings from the PATH conference in CD format.  This publication will provide a one-stop-shop state of the art guide to public participation in science-based policy formulation.  The PATH team will also explore opportunities to submit groups of papers to special issues of academic journals. The conference organiser has already been approached by one e-journal editor with a view to producing a special issue based on the conference papers. 

Further Details

PATH website and conference website
http://www.macaulay.ac.uk/serp/research/path/index.html
http://www.macaulay.ac.uk/pathconference/
Co-ordinators’ contact details
Wendy Kenyon (w.kenyon@macaulay.ac.uk)

Claudia Carter (c.carter@macaulay.ac.uk)

SERP, Macaulay Institute

Craigiebuckler

Aberdeen AB15 8QH

Scotland, UK

Tel. ++44-(0)1224-498200

Fax. ++44-(0)1224-498205
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