Soil Sciences in Uppsala

1 PhD student in the research education subject: Soil Science


Role of parent material and soil processes in micronutrient cycling in agricultural soils 

The PhD education is part of a Research Council (Formas) funded project”Micronutrient management strategies in organic systems: How to utilize local and site specific resources for sustainable crop and animal production of high quality products?” There has been a significant increase in demand for organic products in recent years. In addition, climate change conscious consumers prefer local products with low food miles. Consequently there is a specific need to focus on how best to optimise food and feed quality at a local level. The planned research is designed to provide information on how soils can be managed to supply the optimum micronutrient profile for organic products and contribute to the development of sustainable management strategies for organic farm systems. 

Your work will interface between soil mineralogy, soil chemistry and soil biology in relation to plant micronutrient supply. The specific focus and detailed research plan will be developed and decided jointly between you and the supervisor team. One appropriate focus is towards mineral-microbe interactions important in cycling and availability of micronutrients, and it can also include determining the links between mineralogy and selected micronutrient distributions in different soil types. You will carry out studies in the field (long-term field experiments and on farms) as well as in the laboratory and you will learn to use modern techniques and equipment within microbiology, chemistry and mineralogy. 

You will be a part of a research team with senior

ou will be a part of a research team with senior researchers, PhD and MSc students within soil science, crop production ecology and animal science at SLU, Uppsala, and the Macaulay Institute and Scottish Agricultural Collage, Aberdeen, UK. You can be based in either Uppsala or Aberdeen but will be expected to spend both short and longer time periods at the other location. A variety of training courses in essential technical and other transferable skills are available at both institutions. 

Qualifications: You need a degree in soil science, earth science, biology or equivalent. Complementary experience in soil microbiology/plant biology and/or soil chemistry and mineralogy is an advantage. 

Form for funding or employment: PhD-student position with full salary in 4 years SLU is an Equal Opportunity Employer.



 

SLU is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
A person has basic eligibility for third level education if he or she has taken a second level qualification or has completed course requirements of at least 240 higher education credits, including at least 60 higher education credits at second level. Those who met the requirements for general eligibility before July 1st, 2007, i.e. had completed a programme of higher education for at least 120 credits or the equivalent, will continue to do so until the end of 2015."

Selection among applicants meeting the requirements is made with reference to written application including curriculum vitae, copies of degrees and transcripts of academic records, one copy of the dissertation for masters or undergraduate degree, a list of at least two references familiar with the applicant's qualifications, certified knowledge of the English language and an interview. 

Read more about the PhD education in the Handbook for postgraduate students
Read about the PhD education at SLU at www.slu.se/PhD

Use this APPLICATION FORM 

Further information: Professor Ingrid Öborn, email Ingrid.Oborn@mv.slu.se, phone +4618671274, +46703703705. Read more about the institutions collaborating within the project at www.slu.se, www.macaulay.ac.uk/ and www.sac.ac.uk/ 

Academic union representatives
Lars Holm, SACO (018-67 10 85)
Monica Östman, ST (018-67 15 36) 


PhD-student commissioner 
Hans Arrendal, 018-67 15 60, doktorandombudsmannen@sluss.nu 

Applications, marked with ref no 365/08, must have arrived at the Registrar of SLU, P.O. Box 7070, S- 750 07 Uppsala or registrator@slu.se no later than 2008-03-17. 
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